NOBEL
fame as an engineer, seems to have had certain natural mechanical
gifts, and assisted Nobel in technical details during the years 1865
to 1867, On the 27th September, 1867, he died of typhus in San
Francisco, to which town he had gone in connection with the
negotiations for starting the manufacture of dynamite. Carl
Amark who built the dynamite factory at San Francisco in 1870,
and started its operations, has already been mentioned. In 1875
Amark succeeded Liedbeck as factory manager at Winterwik,
remaining in that post for eight years, until ill health forced him to
retire. Afterwards he was in charge for some years of the plant of
the dynamite factory at Grangesberg.
C. 0. Lundholm, the consulting chemist and factory manager at
Ardeer, has also been referred to. With his colleague, the Scottish
chemist, J. Sayers, he had much to do with the development of the
manufacture of explosives.
There are a number of other Swedish engineers whose names
might well be mentioned amongst the pioneers in the explosives
industry. " La Swede est le pays classique des explosives," says the
Frenchman P. Challons in his treatise, "Les explosives modernes/1
Alfred's epoch making discoveries and their success did in fact
arouse keen interest for this branch of science in his country, and
for many years the explosives industry proxdded one of the principal
openings for young graduates, who had completed the course in
chemistry at the Technological Institute, later known as the
Technical High School.
Among the technical leaders of other nationalities who may be
considered as pioneers were: *McRoberts, the first manager at
Ardeer; Hoffer, an Alsatian, who built the factory at Isleten in
* McRoberts was for many years closely connected with Nobel and contributed in
various ways to the development of the new industry, and more particularly to the
growth and improvement of the Ardeer factory. An interesting description of the
Ardeer factory as it appeared a year after the start is given in Appendix H, and affords a
dose idea of the conditions under which the new industry had to work*
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